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I have been thinking over the Gold Law discussion. Protec-
tion of the vested rights (in the sense in which I have used the
term) of those trading and residing in Gold areas is of vital im-
portance and I hope that General Smuts will apply to the consi-
deration of this matter the same generous spirit that he has, I
am grateful to be able to say, applied to that of the other matters
we discussed. I trust that on this point also I shall get a definite
reply at an early date so as to enable me to make final arrange-
ments for my departure.
You will kindly send me the letters about Messrs Bhyad and
Camay too on Monday.
May I thank you for the great patience and courtesy shown
to me by you throughout our somewhat protracted discussions?
Tours truly,
M. K. gandhi
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Mr. Gandhi, in replying, referred to the period 21 years ago when he
first came to this country, an Agnostic. He had since learned, however, to
recognize that there was a Divine purpose in the world, and a Divine hand
guiding events conformably thereto. In the long struggle for the removal of
Indian disabilities, a struggle which had absorbed the best part of his life, Iw
had had many a hard knock, and many things had been attributed to him that
he had neither done nor intended to do. The method on which he had relied,
which he thought was now beginning to be better understood, had nothing in
it of a lawless or desperate spirit, but he knew always that it made more de-
mands on a man's courage and endurance than methods of violence could da
Mr. Gandhi said it was a harder form of agitation, which, in the present
case, could not have succeeded had his own countrymen not supported him, as
1 Gandhiji spoke at a gathering of European and Indian friends who had
assembled in the evening to congratulate him on the passage of the Indians'
Relief Bui. Senator Marshall Campbell and Hugh M. Meyler, M.LA, ex-
pressed pleasure at the removal of £3 tax and other outstanding disabilities of
the Indians h South Africa, The report in the indirect form is from a despatch
by the Parliamentary Representative of The Natd Mercery.

